REFLECTION
• Do you think it is necessary to talk about
the concept “Worldview” when we talk
about Curriculum Development?
• How important is it to talk about the
contextualization of the curricula in Africa?

Your worldview effects your
curriculum
• Your worldview…undergrinds how you

view curriculum and curriculum planning.
Conversely, the sum total of all
educational decisions you make reflects
your worldview.
• Van Brummelen (1988:86)

Definition of worldview
• “The comprehensive framework of one’s
basic beliefs about things”
(Wolters 1986:2)

Characteristics of worldviews
• Tendency towards pattern and coherence
• An attempt to unify and integrate beliefs
in an inclusive way.
• It is pre-scientific. One can say that a
worldview lies more on the level of
wisdom about life and common sense than
on the level of academic knowledge

SEE THINGS AS A WHOLE
• “To see things interrelated as a whole is to
get one’s bearings on the map of life, to
know one’s way in the confusing interplay
of ideas, to find relatedness in what we
do”
• (Holmes 1985:3)

THE CHURCHE’S FAILURE
• “The church’s (Theological Institutions?)

singular failure in recent decades has been
the failure to see Christianity as a life
system, or worldview, that governs every
area of existence. This failure has been
crippling in many ways”
• Colson and Pearcey

THE NEED FOR A DEPENDABLE
WORLDVIEW
• “My personal experience in life was that when an

integral Christian worldview grips one’s heart, a
new world opens up. It brings light into the
darkness. It orientates, motivates and inspires.
It is liberating. Just as a ship cannot navigate
the stormy sea without a rudder, chart, compass
and anchor, one should not attempt one’s life’s
journey without a dependable worldview.”
• (Van der Walt 2008:11)

Young people need to survive
worldview challenges
• ”Christian education is likely to be an exercise in

futility if it does not prepare our young people to
confront and survive the worldview challenges
that they will surely meet as soon as thy leave
the security of the Christian home, and probably
even while they are still living at home and being
educated in a Christian environment, due to the
pervasive influence of the media and the
Internet.”
• (Pearcey 2004:12)

Major components of a worldview
that should be reflected in curricula
• Theology (Words about God)
• Epistemology (that is the fundamental study of
•
•
•
•

knowing)
Anxiology (which concern is the interpretation of
values)
Metaphysics (include ideas on ontology and
cosmology)
Humanity (Anthropology)
History

AFRICA TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS
A PROLEGOMENA FOR THE
GOSPEL
• African traditional religion has been a

serious preparation for the Gospel in Africa
and forms the major religious substratum
for the idiom and existential experience of
Christianity in African life.
• Bediako (1995:82,83)

ATR’s still relevant
• When one scrapes off the Western paint

(clothing, habits, customs) on top, one
discovers a totally different layer of ‘paint’
underneath. It is not unique to Africa that
the traditional may continue to exist
virtually intact for generations beneath the
modern layer.
• (Van der Walt 2008:179)

THE BIG QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Who is God and what is his relationship with this
creation?
In what kind of reality are we living in?
What went wrong?
How can that which went wrong be remedied?
Who are we? What does it mean to be human?
What are we doing here on earth? Do we have a
specific calling?
How should we see the past, the present and the
future?
How can we grow spiritually?

ATR’s view on God and his
relationship with his creation
• Some of the prolegomena that one

encounter are the emphasize of the
Creator as omnipotent, omniscient and the
Provider.
• In the curricula one should emphasize this
but also the fact that God is not just a
distant God – He came close to man
through His Son.

Implications for curricula
Life-force and powers
• The ATR’s believe in the concept of a life-force,
•
•
•

mystical powers, different intermediaries, visible
and invisible.
Amongst the intermediaries the ancestors play
the most important role.
One should not underplay the role of the Evil
one or evil spirits as this form an important part
of the ATR’s and, according to the researcher, of
the Bible.
Christianity should be presented as powerful

ATR’s view on sin
• Is seen as the break of certain taboos of a
•
•
•

community, ritual impurity etc.
Shame for what was done in the community is
bigger that the fear of God.
The ATR’s are well aware of the consequences of
sin in this world and it is, according to them,
seen in calamities, poverty, sickness, problems
with harvests and deaths.
In the curricula one should emphasize the total
depravity of man but also the grace of God.

ATR’s and “salvation”
• The concept “salvation” is seen more in relation

•
•

with things achieved in this world, things like the
acquiring of wealth, good health, children, food
and old age.
In curricula the concept of “salvation” should
also be seen much wider than just the saving of
souls.
On the other hand one should show that real
salvation is only possible through Christ.

ATR’s and Anthropology
• The African Traditional Worldview is seen as
•
•
•
•

anthropocentric – everything evolves around man.
On the other hand man is seen as only a person
amongst other persons.
Man is also seen as a “destiny spirit” - the name of a
person plays an important role in the identity of the
person.
In the curricula one should emphasize the uniqueness of
every person with a certain destiny as prepared by God.
Against an anthropocentrism the biblical view of
“theocentrism” should be stated

Communalism vs. individualism
• When one contrast the African communalism

•

against that of the Western individualism one
discovers that the former is more inclusive and
democratic – concepts that also should find
roots in the Christian curriculum.
Family life is very important in the African
Traditional worldview. Women and children play
a very important role and this should also form
part of curriculas of Theological Institutes.

ATR’S – Christianity and
Sanctification
• Christian sanctification is normally linked to the concept
•
•
•

of “full of the Holy Spirit” which is a parallel concept to
being filled with life-force.
In the process of sanctification Christians also make use
of discipline, fasting, music, self-emptying and regular
participation of religious celebrations.
The concept of sacrifices is not strange to the African
traditionalist and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ in our
place, should not be too strange to grab.
Our personal linkage with Jesus to grow spiritually
should also not be so strange for the ATR in the light of
their contact with ancestor spirits.

Criticism on ATR’s
(from Africans)
•
•
•
•
•
•

It is to a large extend a fatalistic worldview
Tolerance for what is wrong
Planlessness, lack of family planning
Lack of discipline and maintenance
Corruption
All these should get prominence in, inter alia,
the curriculum of Ethics if it would like to be
relevant in an African context.

Criticism on ATR’s
(from Africans)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fear
Superstition
Tribalism
Jealousy
“Happy-go-lucky”
Lack of responsibility towards ecology

Positive things of ATR’s
• An appeal is made to keep the holistic,

integrated approach to a worldview of the ATR’s
against the dualistic and individualistic approach
of the Westerner.
• The traditional religious inclusiveness should be
appreciated.
• The community democratic way of handling
affairs from the culture of the traditional African
• The communalistic approach

The influence of colonialism
• The problem was that the African
Traditional Religions were not taken up
seriously by the Christian missionaries and
this led to the fact that in many instances
the African core culture remained
untouched and Christianity stayed
superficial.

The dualistic character
The Western model of church
• Western orientated Christianity brought with it a

•

dualistic character, with things seen as spiritual
and sacred , on the one hand, and the rest of
life as being material and secular.
Western models of church order and education
became the standard in Africa which influenced
the music in the churches and ceremonies like
the weddings and funerals.

Identity crises
• The Christian African were then plunged
into an identity crises not knowing well if
they were Africans, Westerners or
Christians or all three at the same time.
• Comprehension for this identity crises
should be reflected in the curricula

Western culture and unbiblical
ideologies
• The Western culture brought with it unbiblical

•

ideologies like individualism, materialism,
scientism and technicism which all contributed to
the existential uprooting of the African.
The plea is to be relevant in Africa and this will
imply that all the implications of the above
should be addressed in theological institutes’
curricula in Africa.

Post-colonial phase
• The effect of Western culture continued in
the post-colonial phase and even
deepened the divided soul of the African
who, on the one side tried to resist all
these changes but on the other hand
chose in favour of modernisation and
development.

USA - Imperialism
• The United States of America also started
playing a more important role in Africa
and the researcher describes it as another
form of imperialism which can contribute
to the nations on this continent to loose
their ability to develop their own authentic
self-image.

Dualistic infections
• Curricula should take cognisance of the dualistic

•

infections of Western culture and a Western kind
of Christianity in Africa. One can describe it as
an implicit pietistic dualism where the spiritual
realm gets priority over the natural.
This resulted also in a kind of escapistic
Christianity where everything is spiritualized and
the hard reality is not always addressed by
Christians.

Wrong Theology
• The emphasise on prosperity, healing,
human wickedness that is accompanied by
emotional, anti-intellectual, legalisticmoralistic, fanatic and simplistic theology,
should be addressed in the different
curricula of Theological Institutes in subSaharan Africa.

A LOGOS REFORMATIONAL
WORLDVIEW
Some important concepts of a Christian
philosophy:
• Emphasis on the whole of creation
• The opposition to dualism
• The sphere sovereignty principle, which is
especially useful in the philosophy of
society.

God and his relationship with
creation
• God is transcendent, that is above his creation.
• He is continuing to be creatively active. God
•

continues to maintain creation and created
everything freely and with a purpose.
It is acknowledged that God delegated his
powers to man and that man either serves the
true Creator or an idol.

What kind of reality are we living
in?
• The emphasis is on the fact that man is
living in a basic good world and the need
of a theology of creation is stressed.

The influence of sin
• Sin contaminated the whole of creation to
the root, also man’s mind (the so called
noetic effect).

Salvation – a comprehensive
concept
• An appeal is made to make a paradigm
shift about the concept of salvation and to
have a more comprehensive viewpoint.
• Although repentance of personal sin is
important, the scope should be broader to
include the restoration of the whole of
creation.

Christian anthropology
• Man is identified as God’s viceroy but also
a relational, holistic, multi-dimensional,
religious and sexual being.
• One should be careful not to stereotype
the sexes. The two sexes need one
another and that they are equal in God’s
sight.

Relation to other persons
• There should be an interdependency
between people and the concepts of
dignity, freedom and the sanctity of life
should operate universally.
• In curricula – O.T., NT., Ethics, Practical
Theology etc. these values should be
addressed.

INCLUSIVITY
• People are called to be tolerant and loving

towards others with other viewpoints using
Christ as the ultimate example who associated
with the poor and the marginalised.

• Curricula should take the plight of the poor, the
struggling student, the aged, women in general,
the prostitutes, the children soldiers, street
children, HIV & AIDS victims, etc. seriously.

Voices of all disciples of Christ
should be heard and reflected in
curricula.
“We are driven throughout by a vision that the church
can and should be an inclusive, caring and affirming
community of people redeemed by God’s grace, not
existing for its own sake, but rather to participate in God’s
mission of freedom in and for the world in the power of the
Holy Spirit. In this community the voices of all disciples of
Christ – young and old, male and female, black and white,
schooled and illiterate, straight, lesbian and gay – are
heard and honoured, loved and trusted”
• Steve de Grunchy

What is our calling on earth?
• Work should be done as a service to
fellowmen and has a soteriological and
eschatological perspective.
• Linked to this is the importance of rest as
work can become idolatry.

Involvement on Christians
• Man has a God given responsibility
towards nature
• Christian’s have a responsibility to get
involved in politics and other socioeconomic activities

How can we improve society?
• A stand is made against the acceptance of
the status quo in favour of a continuous
renewal of every establishment although
not in a revolutionary way.

Eschatology
• Emphasis should change from the future
•

•

heaven, that can serve as a kind of escape, to
the new earth that believers would inherit.
Complimentary to this is the biblical truth that
the Lord will never forsake the work of His
hands and that the fruit of man’s works will be
purified but in a certain sense continue on the
new, reformed earth.
A call is made to man to live fully and faithfully
on earth until the second coming of the Lord.

REFLECTION
• What points in this presentation need

more discussion in relation to the writing
of a curriculum?
• In what subjects should the above content
of worldviews be reflected?
• What books are you using that are really
trying to take cognisance of the African
context?

APPEAL
• Write your curricula and choose the
content of your subjects with the Christian
reformational worldview but also the
general African worldview in mind
• Write your curricula within your context –
taking note of all the philosophic
influences of our day especially:
Individualism, materialism and secularism

The wonder of God’s world
• “In this light, I’ve talked about life, and

experiencing life, and enjoying life, and being
immersed in life. I’ve talked about the wonder
and the joy of God’s world. I’ve talked about
loving creation and throwing ourselves fully and
joyfully into the tasks and opportunities that lie
before us, that greet us with each day. “
• (Marshall & Gilbert 1998:248)

